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EMU professor mixes adventure, science to uncover secrets of
Nicaraguan cave
Eastern Michigan University Professor Ruth Ann Armitage has heard the comparisons to
Indiana Jones before.
They are not surprising,
considering she just returned
from a trek via mule across
rivers in the remote jungle
of Nicaragua to explore a
cave that may hold the
secrets of a long-lost
civilization.
"It sounds like a bad Raiders
movie," said Armitage with a
laugh. "For most chemists,
it's all about the lab. We
hang out and make stuff."
Armitage said that most
people who know about her
travels are surprised to find
out that she is a chemistry
CAVE EXPLORATION: Ruth Ann armitage, an EMU
professor, not an
chemistry professor, examines what appears to be
archeologist like Dr. Jones. the red outline of a handprint on a cave wall in
Nicaragua. Armitage and her husband, Dan Fraser, a
"I'm an analyst," said
professor at Lourdes College in Ohio, traveled to the
Armitage, who is one of only cave in January to take samples in an effort to
three scientists to work on
determine what the drawings are made of and how
the cave project.
old. Photo by Suzanne Baker

And the only way to insure
the integrity of what she analyzes is to obtain the samples and bring them back to the
lab.
More on this story ...
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Cover Story
Eastern Michigan University Professor Ruth Ann Armitage has heard the
comparisons to Indiana Jones before.
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EMU professor mixes
adventure, science to uncover
secrets of Nicaraguan cave
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They are not surprising, considering she just returned from a trek via mule
across rivers in the remote jungle of Nicaragua to explore a cave that may
hold the secrets of a long-lost civilization.
"It sounds like a bad Raiders movie," said Armitage with a laugh. "For most
chemists, it's all about the lab. We hang out and make stuff."
Armitage said
that most
people who
know about
her travels
are surprised
to find out
that she is a
chemistry
professor, not
an
archeologist
like Dr.
Jones.
"I'm an
analyst," said
Armitage,
who is one of
only three
scientists to
work on the
cave project.

HANDPRINT INSPECTION: Ruth Ann Armitage, an
EMU chemistry professor, and her husband, Dan
Fraser, a professor at Lourdes College in Ohio, inspect
what appear to be painted handprints on a cave wall
in Nicaragua. The two took samples in January and
are analyzing them in the lab to determine what they
are and how old they might be. Photo by Suzanne Baker

And the only
way to Insure
the integrity
of what she analyzes is to obtain the samples and bring them back to the
lab.

Armitage and her husband, Dan Fraser, a professor at Lourdes College in
Ohio, traveled to the cave in January 2009 to take samples of the paintings
on its walls.
The cave art included the red outline of a hand and some faces carved in
flowstones.
"It's the only known cave (in the entire country) with paintings (on the
walls)," said Armitage. "We want to find out what the drawings are made of
and try and figure out how long they have been there."
To do that, Armitage said that they took several samples about the size of
a quarter or smaller. The process entails taking the samples back to her lab
at EMU and burning the paint sample to separate the organic material in
the "paint" from the inorganic wall. A chemical analysis reveals what was
used to stain the wall.
After that, the sample is sent as a tube of gas to another lab to be
radiocarbon dated.

"No one has ever radiocarbon dated this particular rock art!" Armitage said.
Armitage said that the first results should start to come back during the
summer.
"We want to get the information published so that archeologists can benefit
and that will help drum up funding to do real in-the-dirt archeology," said
Armitage.
There are many theories about what the cave art could be, said Armitage.
"We don't know that it's not graffiti," she said. "But it could be some kind of
ritual cave. Caves had connections to death and fertility and things ancient
civilizations didn't understand."
Don't look for Armitage's exploits on the National Geographic Network
anytime soon.
"There is practically no money in this and science is about the funding.
There is so little money available for projects right now," said Armitage,
who helped fund her trip with a faculty fellowship from EMU.
There is a reward, though.
"This was a cultural experience. To see the past and the present, and trying
to connect the two is exciting," Armitage said.
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Feature
Eastern Michigan University's School of Nursing has received a $634,000 grant from
the Michigan departments of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth, (DELEG) and
Community Health (MDCH).
March 24, 2009 issue

EMU receives $634,000
grant from state to
help stem nursing
shortage

By Ward Mullens
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Awarded as part of the Michigan Nurse Corps (MNC) program, this grant will produce
new classroom faculty and clinical instructors in a 12-to-15-month period instead of
four-to-six years of part-time study.
The MNC provides
educational stipends and
tuition to graduate
nursing students. In
return for the financial
help, these new faculty
will be required to teach
in a Michigan nursing
education program for
five years.
"The EMU award will
help to accelerate the
plans of study for a
master's degree in
nursing students who
will be very close to
graduation, or will
graduate, at the end of BOLSTERING NURSING NUMBERS: Eastern Michigan
has received a $634,000 grant awarded as part of
the 12-month grant
the Michgian Nurse Corps program. This grant will
program," said Betty
Beard, interim director produce new classroom faculty and clinical
instructors in a 12-to-15-month period instead of the
of EMU's School of
Nursing. "These
four-to-six-year time frame through part-time study.
graduates will be ready
to accept positions as
nursing faculty in colleges and universities which, in turn, will expand the nursing
workforce in Michigan."
The goal of the MNC is to rapidly produce nursing educators so that schools can admit
more nursing students. The result will be the expansion of nursing seats and clinical
education slots in Michigan.
In 2007, Michigan nursing programs were unable to admit more than 4,000 qualified
applicants because of a lack of faculty and clinical placements, according to Beard.
Michigan's nursing shortage is estimated to be 18,000 by the year 2015. This critical
shortage is both a public health concern and an economic development opportunity
for Michigan.
Governor Jennifer Granholm established the MNC in 2007 to address the nursing
shortage in Michigan.
EMU has been preparing high-quality nursing faculty members through the master's
of science in nursing program for more than 13 years.
As an integral unit of Eastern Michigan University since 1973, the School of Nursing
prepares professional nurses to meet society's needs and the needs of the state and
region. Both the BSN and MSN programs are fully accredited by the Commission on
Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) and approved by the State of Michigan Board of
Nursing. For more information, go to http://www.emich.edu/nursing/.
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Typically, parents and their high school-aged sons and daughters are expected at
Explore Eastern events on campus. That demographic is still more than welcome at
the upcoming March 28 event.
March 24, 2009 issue
Explore Eastern event
encourages faculty,
staff and alumni to
bring students to
campus

By Ron Podel I
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But, in a new twist, EMU's Office of Admissions is encouraging EMU faculty, staff and
alumni to bring a high school student they know - perhaps the babysitter or kid who
mows the lawn - to check out Eastern and see campus through the student's eyes.
In the process, it's hoped that those same EMU employees and alumni will discover
something new about campus themselves.
Dubbed "Renew Your View of
EMU," Explore Eastern is
scheduled Saturday, March 28,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and starts
the Student Center.
"By bringing a prospective
student to campus, they
(faculty, staff and alumni)
would be able to go through a
process they've long forgotten
or never seen," said Kathy
Orscheln, EMU's director of
admissions. "They would be
able to see (the process)
through the eyes of potential
students."
Getting EMU employees and
alumni involved serves
multiple purposes, said B.J.
Selfridge, an EMU admissions
adviser, who came up with the
"Renew Your View" concept. RENEW YOUR VIEW: Fellow EMU admissions
advisers Celia Flachsmann and B.J. Selfridge
"It gives them a chance to see
sport the EMU backpacks that will be given to
what we do and what events
high school students accompanied to Explore
we have," he said. "It also
Eastern by EMU faculty, staff and alumni.
gives them a sense of
ownership. They become part
of the recruiting process. We all affect recruiting."
Each high school student accompanied by an EMU alumni member or faculty/staff
member will receive a free EMU backpack.
During their campus tour, students will have the opportunity to see a classroom
building, Halle Library, the Rec/IM Building and a residence hall room. Eastern
Michigan faculty will be available to discuss specific majors and academic programs
with students. Deans from each of EMU's colleges will provide a brief presentation
about the programs available in their college. All students attending will be able to
apply for free.
"Explore Eastern is going to happen as it always has," said Selfridge, who expects
approximately 350 high school students to attend. "We're just providing a different
way to do it."
For more information, go to http://www.emich.edu/explore/
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It's a grassroots movement to stop a killer.

March 24, 2009 issue
EMU project teaches
school kids about
cancer prevention in
effort to help others
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By Ward Mullens

The killer is colorectal cancer, the second leading cause of death among cancer
patients, surpassed only by lung cancer.
Colorectal cancer (CRC) can largely be prevented through proper screening.
However, about 40 percent of adults have never been screened for colorectal cancer,
as recommended, and this number is even higher among minority/underserved
populations.
In observance of Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month
in March, Eastern Michiga,n University started an
innovative intervention to promote CRC screening in
Ypsilanti School District schools.
The students at the Ypsilanti High School and Lincoln
Consolidated High School and Middle School were
trained to become colon health ambassadors and
wrote letters to their loved ones to deliver important
messages about the importance of colorectal cancer
screenings for all people 50 and older.
"We have reached more than 1,600 students in the
Lincoln and Ypsilanti high schools and middle schools
so far," said Jeanne McDonagh, instructor of nursing.

Tsu-Yin Wu

Forty EMU community health nursing students were supervised by four nursing clinical
faculty members (Marty Raymond, Rosa Emeigh, Kim Allan and Jeanne McDonagh)
and were trained to deliver age-appropriate classroom presentations about colorectal
cancer and colorectal screening guidelines.
"The project intervention expects to create a more effective delivery to address
missed opportunities for educating and promoting early detection of this deadly
disease," said Tsu-Yin Wu, an EMU associate professor of nursing.
There is at least one early result that the message about colorectal cancer is finding
its audience.
Within hours after the presentations were delivered at Ypsilanti High School,
McDonagh said that the study investigator for the project received a phone call from
a woman who Inquired about the relationships between colorectal cancer and
colonoscopy.
The Ann Arbor Chapter of the Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) was funded for this
project by the Michigan Public Health Institute.
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Campus familiarity,
friends help
Presidential Scholars
make smooth
transition to EMU
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By Heather Hamilton
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The Presidential Scholarship is a four-year award that pays 30 credit hours (15 per
semester) per year of in-state tuition, housing, food allowance and mandatory fees.
Students who receive these scholarships must live in University residence halls the
first two years of the award, complete at least 15 credit hours per semester and
maintain a 3.5 GPA.
Scholarship recipients are selected during EMU's annual Presidential Scholarship
Competition. Awards are based on a competitive exam. To compete, high school
seniors must have either a 3. 7 GPA or a 3.5 to 3.69 GPA, with a minimum 25 ACT or
1,150 SAT score. Each scholarship winner also must complete a successful interview.
This year, 16 students were found deserving of the honor. Profiles of the final six are
provided below.
Jordan Schotz (West Carrollton, Ohio)

The location of Eastern Michigan University and the Presidential Scholarship are the
two reasons Jordan Schotz decided to attend EMU.
"It was far enough away from home, but not too far," said Schotz,
who is from West Carrollton, Ohio. "I really liked the campus
here."
Schotz had originally declared her major as international business,
but she has since decided to pursue a major in English. She said
that she always has loved English and she enjoys writing.
"My ideal job would be to be a book editor. I would definitely love
to work with books, though," said Schotz, who also wants to be a
novelist.
In high school, Schotz participated in National Novel Writing Month. Schotz
Each November, participants have the entire month to write a
50,000-word novel.
"You learn to write for the sake of writing, which is how you write a novel," said
Schotz.
Schotz said she likes to write fantasy mixed with the modern-day element. Some of
her favorite authors include Stephen King, Anne Rice and Orson Scott Card. She is
currently writing for the Eastern Echo.
Schotz also was a member of her high school marching band, concert band, debate
team and German Club. Last summer, she had the opportunity to travel to Germany
and Switzerland. Schotz is taking courses in Japanese at EMU and eventually wants to
learn French.
"It (Japanese) is very different. It's a lot harder than German. It's interesting. I like
languages," said Schotz.
Bethany Carlson (Clinton, Mich.)

The Presidential Scholarship was the main reason Bethany Carlson decided to attend
EMU. The University's location to her hometown of Clinton, Mich., and the fact that

she has friends nearby made her decision even easier.
"It was great to come to Eastern," said Carlson. "A lot of my friends live in Ypsi. I had
this automatic friend base."
Carlson initially declared her major as English linguistics, but is
now considering changing it to Spanish. She also plans on pursuing
a minor in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages.)
"I would like to get a job abroad teaching English. At least for a
few years, to get experience and have fun. I feel like it's a good
excuse to be in another country," said Carlson. "Since I've had so
much experience with learning languages, I feel like that'll help me
understand what it's like for them learning English. It'll make me a
better teacher."
Carlson

While Carlson doesn't consider herself fluent in any foreign
languages, she has studied Spanish, Latin, Arabic, Hebrew,
Japanese and Egyptian hieroglyphics. Carlson said she would really like to major in
Arabic, but EMU doesn't offer that program. Spanish was her second choice because it
is the language with which she has the most experience.
Carlson, who was home schooled, graduated with a 3.9 GPA and scored a 35 on the
ACT. She said she often would help younger siblings in school. Carlson also is
currently tutoring algebra to high school students.
"I just enjoy helping others if they're confused about something. I enjoy helping other
people understand stuff. It's a fun challenge," said Carlson.
Music also is a large part of Carlson's life. Her mother taught her how to read music.
Carlson then taught herself how to play the piano, fiddle, guitar, percussion and
clarinet. She plays the piano fairly regularly at her church.
"It might look like I've done a lot in my life so far, but I can't take credit for any of
it," said Carlson. "Jesus is behind it all and everything would be meaningless if I didn't
have Him."
Chris Knight (West Bloomfield, Mich.)

Chris Knight always knew that Eastern Michigan University was where he would
attend college, although the Presidential Scholarship made the decision much easier.
"My mom taught here for 16 years. She taught in the School of Social Work. I've
been visiting here ever since I was a little kid. It feels like home," said Knight.
Knight hasn't declared his major as of yet but, he is considering
communication. He said he would ultimately like to obtain his
doctorate in communication and become a professor.
'Tm really comfortable around people," said Knight. "I like talking
to people and helping people out."
Knight's personable demeanor got him a job as a tour guide with
EMU's Admissions Visit Program. Knight also is involved with the
Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity on campus.
Knight attended West Bloomfield International Academy, which is
part of the International Baccalaureate (IB).

Knight

"It's (IB) like advanced placement, only on a worldwide scale,"
said Knight. "It allows me to go to college anywhere in the world."
As for his immediate future, Knight said he would like to study abroad in central Asia
because he is really fascinated by the traditional culture there. Traveling would be

Phoebe Conybeare always knew she would end up attending Eastern Michigan
University. She spent most of her middle school years on the campus while her
mother attended graduate school here.
"I love Ypsilanti because growing up in Chelsea there was no diversity," said
Conybeare. "I was looking to meet people drastically different from me. Ypsilanti is
really accepting of all types of people."
Conybeare is pursuing a major in international affairs and is currently deciding
between political science and Spanish, as a minor.
Conybeare attended Model UN conference with EMU in February.
She said the conference really expanded her knowledge of the
world and she gained a different perspective because she played
the role of a different country at the conference.
"I've always had an interest in politics. I've always been very
political, outspoken and liberal. I really want to do something to
help people," said Conybeare. "There are so many people that
need helping in the world and there are not enough people willing
to help."
Conybeare also works in the Volunteers Incorporating Service Into
Our Neighborhoods (VISION) office on campus. She works
specifically with Kid Connection, a organization that brings students
together with other organizations in the community that work with children. She also
is a team captain for Relay for Life.
Conybeare

In high school, Conybeare was involved with the newspaper, Student Council,
Gay-Straight Alliance, Diversity Club, Young Progressives, National Honor Society
and was on the swim team. She graduated with a 3.98 GPA and scored a 29 on her
ACT.
In addition to her extracurricular activities, Conybeare wrote poetry and was
published in two anthologies.
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an EMU professor of English language and literature, wrote the
book "Scene of the Crime: The Importance of Place In Crime and Mystery Fiction"
(McFarland & Company). The book is a finalist for an Edgar Allan Poe Award, given
by Mystery Writers of America.

By Heather Hamilton and
Ron Podell

"More and more, I've become Interested in
how mystery writers use setting as a
character," said Geherin. "It can add a sense of
reality. It satisfies that Interest we have in
different, interesting places."

David Geherin,

EMU English professor a
finalist for Edgar Allan
Poe Award

• David Geherin
• Craig Dio�
• EMU's UN Model
Team
• EMU's Mock Trial
Team
• Michael Kasenow
• Ron Podell
• EMU's College of
Business
Management
Department
• Lianna Cecil
• Jarrod Sandel
• EMU'S Student
Recruitment
Campaign
• Ron Williamson
• Alissa Ricard, Ashley
Durand and
Samantha Partridge
• EMU places 11
swimmers on
Academic All-MAC
Team
• Brandon Bowdry
• EMU men's track
team places 11
athletes on All-MAC
teams
• Cassie Schrock and
Tavelyn James
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The book offers an analysis of the fiction of 15
a uthors for whom the setting greatly
contributes to their overall literary style. The
book focuses on the many ways that place
figures in modern crime and mystery novels.

••

One example that Geherin cited Is how author
James Lee Burke sets his novels outside of New
Orleans to show the Importance of history.
Geherin
Geherln said the setting demonstrates that the
past is with us and we can never escape it.

Geherin has been teaching at EMU since 1969. In 2005, he received the Ronald W .
Collins Distinguished Faculty Teaching II Award.
an EMU professor of English language and literature, Is the featured
speaker at the University of Akron's Shakespeare In the Spring festival In April.
Dionne's lecture Is entitled, "Commonplace Shakespeare: The Bard In the Codex
and Its 'Table of Memory."'

Craig Dionne,

"What I look at is how some of Shakespeare's poetry is taken out of context and
used as parables," said Dionne. "I look at how, when you make Shakespeare into
parables, it closes out Interpretations."
The Shakespeare in the Spring festival offers an exciting array of films, lectures,
awards, workshops and performances.
Eastern Michigan
University's Model
UN Team took home

some hardware at the
49th Annual Midwest
Model United Nations
Conference In St. Louis,
Mo., Feb. 18-21. Jelani
McGadney received
honorable mention as
well as the Delegates'
Choice Award in the
Security Council.
Andrew Stefan was
'----�'--'------�----- �-----' chosen Outstanding
Delegate in the
Committee on the
MODEL STUDENTS: Members of EMU's Model UN
Exercise of the
Team display their awards at the 49th Annual
Inalienable Rights of
Midwest Model United Nations Conference, which
the Palestinian People
took place in St. Louis, Mo., Feb. 18-21.
{CEIRPP). Cindi
Redick received the
Delegates' Choice Award for her work In the UN Environmental Program. For her
efforts In the CEIRPP, Tammy Grit received an honorable mention.
Eastern Michigan University's Mock Trial Team placed ninth overall and won
three Individual top ten awards at the Mock Trial National Championships In Kansas
City. Mo., March 14-15.

The team was In first place heading to the third round and was In a position to win
the tournament with a victory, said Barry Pyle, EMU associate professor of political
science and a coach of EMU's Mock Trial Team.
"It was close, very close," Pyle said. "In the end, we came up a few points short . . .
They really did well."
Angela Hoxie, a senior from Dexter, took a top attorney award while teammate

Adam Sllngwein, a senior from Livonia, nabbed top attorney and top witness
awards.
To prepare for nationals, EMU's team traveled to seven tournaments during the
academic year and hosted two scrimmages on campus. Before regional competition
commenced, EMU's Mock Trial Team ranked 22nd nationally out of 400-plus teams,
said Barry Pyle, an EMU political science professor.
"Without question, this was our most successful year. The program made great
strides this year and we are now recognized as a national program that was very
close to winning our opening round of the AMTA national champion," Pyle said.
"Eastern should be very proud of its students. I know I am.
a 1986 EMU alumnus, recently had his first
novel, ''The Last Paradise," published. The story Is set In
Galveston, Texas, and follows two drifters, a man and his family,
and a prostitute that Is the love interest of one of the drifters. The
story depicts Galveston's goals for greatness while the city
struggles with its own prejudices and hypocrisy, and culminates
with the Great Hurricane of 1900 that leveled the city.
Michael Kasenow,

,:

feature-length screenplay, "Pulp Science Fiction," ..
was named a finalist at the Cinema City Film Festival, which took
place in Los Angeles over Oscar weekend Feb. 21-22; and the
Paranoia Horror Film Festival in Long Beach, Calif., March 13-15.
His short screenplay, "A Rain Remembered," reached the final Kasenow
four (semifinalist status) In the International Family Alm Festival
Feb. 26-March 1 In Hollywood, Calif. Podell Is assistant manager,
news services In University Communications.

Ron Podell'•
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Two teams of

undergraduate business students from Eastern Michigan
University's College of Busin-• Management Department finished second

and fifth at the 2009 Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) HR Games
state competition In Mount Pleasant Feb. 15-16.
HR Games is a Jeopardy-style competition where teams of three students compete
against each other. The competition tests the students' understanding of the basic
body of knowledge for the human resources profession and helps students pursue
professional certification.
Heather Kern, of Ypsilanti, captained EMU's second-place team. Team members
included Nickl Fury, of Northville, and Nick Pacific, of Ypsilanti.
EMU's fifth-place team also won the Collegiality Award for best team spirit and
sportsmanship. Brian Garcia, ofYpsllantl, was team captain. Team members
Included Latisha Cunningham of Detroit, Chaunta Miller of Pontiac and Nikki Mersch
of Ypsilanti.
Fraya Wagner-Marsh, SPHR, GPHR, was the coach for both teams and Peter
Anthony, of Northville, president of the EMU Student Chapter of SHRM, was the
assistant coach.
All student team members also a re members of EMU's student chapter of SHRM,
which has been designated as one of the top 10 student SHRM chapters In the
country for the last seven years. Both teams will be competing at the Regional HR
Games Competition In Minneapolis at the end of March, where student teams from
10 states will compete.
a n undergraduate accounting major in
Eastern Michigan University's College of Business and a
McNair Fellow, won the Midwest American Accounting
Association's (MWAAA) Best Student Paper award. She will
be presented with the award at the MWAAA's 49th annual
meeting April 16-18 in St. Louis. Cecil's paper, entitled
"Voluntary Corporate Social Reporting: A U.S.
Examination," focused on accounting public interest. Lois
Mahoney, an associate professor In the College of Business,
was Cecil's independent study adviser.
Lianna Cecil,

Cecil

"We put in a lot of time and hard work researching this
project, so I am really looking forward to receiving the
award at the conference In April," Cecil said.
Jarrod Sandel, an Eastern Michigan University MBA student, was honored by the
Association of Marketing and Health Care Research (AMHCR) for a paper he
co-authored. The award was a nnounced at the conclusion of the AMHCR's annual
conference Feb. 25-27 In Jackson Hole, Wyo.

Sandel, a graduate assistant, and Anne L. Balazs, head of EMU's Marketing
Department, co-wrote a paper entitled, "The Evolving Nature of Home Health Care:
The Use of Technology to Meet Demand."
'Tm very pleased (that) the work Dr. Balazs and I put into the paper was
rewarded," said Sandel, who is majoring In supply chain management.
The paper Is a literature review that trac-es the development of home health care
and the markets It serves. It also covers emerging technologies, practices and

personnel used to administer care to patients In their home setting.
Eastern Michigan University's Student Recruitment Campaign received a
"merit" award at the Sixth Annual Service Industry Advertising Awards. Skidmore, a
Royal Oak-based creative studio, conducted the campaign. The announcement came
in a Feb. 1 release from HMR Publications Group in Atlanta, Ga.
Ron Williamson, a professor of leadership and counseling, In EMU's College of
Education, co-wrote the book, ''The Prlnclpalshlp from A to Z," with Barbara
Blackburn.

"Barbara and I believe very much In the power of principals working collaboratively
with their teachers to make a difference In the lives of the students," said
Williamson. "New principals a re looking for a handy reference guide. It (the book)
Includes strategies and tools that they can Immediately take out and use."
The book offers strategies for improvement In all the diverse duties of being a
principal. There are 26 chapters In the book, one for each letter of the alphabet and
a different aspect of the Job of school principal.
Williamson served as a teacher, principal and executive director of Instruction In Ann
Arbor Public Schools before teaching at EMU. Barbara Blackburn works as an
education consultant.
The Eastern Michigan University women's swimming and diving team placed three
swimmers on Ali-Mid-American Conference (MAC) squads. The Eagles placed fourth
at the MAC Championship meet Feb. 25-28, at Bowling Green State University.
Seniors Alissa Ricard, of Tucson, Ariz., and Ashley Durand, of Lincoln, Neb.,
were named to the first team. Freshman Samantha Partridge, of Carmel, Ind.,
was named to the second team.
Ricard won an Individual title In the 200-meter freestyle. Durand set three new EMU
varsity records In the 100-meter breaststroke, 200-meter breaststroke and the
200-meter individual medley. Partridge set new EMU records In the 1,650-meter
freestyle and the 400-meter individual medley.
The Eastern Michigan University men's and women's swimming teams had a total of
11 athletes earn Academic Ali-Mid-American Conference honors. The women's team
had four members on the first team and the men's team had seven members on the
first team.
The Academic All-MAC honor is for a student
athlete who has excelled In athletics and
academics. To quality, a student-athlete must
have at least a 3.20 cumulative GPA and
participated in at least 50 percent of the
contests for their particular sport.
The four women selected to the Academic
Ali-MAC squad are senior Hannah Burandt, of
���.!1!!..2���=J Parma, Ohio, a math and secondary education
1
'-;;:�......major with a 3.89 GPA; senior Ashley
Durand, of Lincoln, Neb., a biology major with
SMART SWIMMERS: The EMU
a
3.51 GPA; senior Alissa Ricard ; of Tucson,
men's and women's swimming
Ariz.,
an exercise science major with a 3.51
and diving teams placed 11th
GPA; and junior Steph Cholyk, of Aurora,
athletes on Academic All-Mid
Ontario, a biology major with a 3.64 GPA.
American Conference teams.
The seven men selected to the Academic
All-MAC squad a re senior Don Ellison, of King City, Ontario, a physics major with
a 3. 97 GPA; senior Mark Kurtzer, of Newmarket, Ontario, an accounting major
with a 3.92 GPA; Junior Chris Alberty, of Novi, Mich., a supply chain management
major with a 3.66 GPA; senior Ethan Crabtr-, of Wooster, Ohio, a exercise
science major with a 3.38 GPA; senior Ryan Fulkerson, of South Lyon, Mich., a
physical education major with a 3.63 GPA; senior Matt Guinan, of Victor, N. Y., a
exercise science major with a 3.55 GPA; and junior Scott Murphy, of Houston,
Texas, a n accounting major with a 3.46 GPA.
a sophomore forward on EMU's men's basketball team, was
named to the All-Mid-American Conference Second Team.

Brandon Bowdry,

Bowdry, of St. Louis, Mo., was named to
the All-MAC Freshma n team two years ago.
He missed the entire 2007-2008 season
with a broken leg. Bowdry leads the Eagles
In scoring this year with a 14.8 average.
He also ranked 10th In the MAC in free
throw percentage and 14th in field goal
percentage.

Bowdry

The Eastern Michigan University men's
track team placed seven athletes on the
-�--' Ali-Mid-American Conference First Team.
Oliver Walther (long jump), David Brent
(mile), Clint Allen (60 meters), Neal
Naughton (3,000 meters) and the

distance medley relay team (Darrin Trammell, Blake Figgins, Curtis Vollmar
and Brent). The distance medley relay team set a MAC record with its time of
9:48.05. All-MAC Second-Team members Included Xavier Clais (high Jump),
Gerald Gersham (shot put) Blake Figgins (800 meters) and Josh Perrin (3,000
meters). The accolades were a result of how EMU's athletes finished at the MAC
Championships, which took place at Kent State University Feb. 28.

The Eastern Michigan University
women's basketball team placed
two players on All-Mid-American
Conference (MAC) teams.
Sophomore Cassie Schrock, of
Wadsworth, Ohio, was selected as
honorable mention while freshman
Tavelyn Ja11MS, of Detroit, was
named to the All-Freshman team.
Schrock surpassed the 500 career
points mark Feb. 11, during the
game against the University of
Buffalo. She Is the 48th player in
program history to score 500 or
more points during their career.
James Is ranked sixth among the nation's leaders In freshman scoring with an
average of 14.1 points per game. She also ranked 10th In MAC scoring. James Is
currently the team's leading scorer with 395 points.
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Feature
Marie Deltas, a professor of psychology at Eastern Michigan University from 1969 to
1992, died March 1. She was 84.
March 24, 2009 issue
Former EMU
professors, basketball
great die
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By Heather Hami lton

After retiring from EMU, Dellas became a member of the Women's
Council and a docent of the Cleveland Museum of Art. She also
endowed two scholarships to the University of Buffalo.
Survivors include a brother, Ernest Dellas; two sisters, Demitra
Xinakes and Elenie Basil; four nephews, Ted Dellas, Tom Dellas,
Bill Basil and Mark Dellas; four nieces, Katie Marrone, Kathy
Beder, Janice Harris and Susan Schmiedicker; and many great
nieces and great-nephews.
L_�.!......c:..:.:!::..::....:::.....:_;.._J A funeral took place March 4 at Saints Constantine and Helen
Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. In lieu of
Dellas
flowers, the family suggests contributions to the Cathedral
Philoptochos Society or the American Heart Association.
Haydee Cabrera, a former assistant professor in the library at Eastern Michigan
University from 1966 to 1988, died during March. Cabrera's wishes were to not have
her exact date of death published.
"I worked with her for all of the time she was at Eastern. Haydee was a delightful
colleague who loved work, ing with the students and was involved with University
organizations and activities," said Joanne Hansen, a maps librarian at EMU.
Cabrera came to Eastern Michigan University in 1966 and worked as an assistant
professor in the library. She retired in 1988 after 22 years of service. Cabrera was an
active member of St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church Altar Society and a
member of the Ann Arbor City Women's Club.
Survivors include a sister-in-law, JoAnn Cabrera, of Ann Arbor; 11 nieces and
nephews, and 24 great-nieces and great-nephews.
A funeral service takes place Saturday, March 28, 10 a.m., at St. Thomas Church in
Ann Arbor. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Glacier Hills
Memorial Care Fund or St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church.
Kennedy Mcintosh, a former basketball player at Eastern Michigan University from
1967-1971, died March 6. H e was 60.
Mdntosh remains EMU's career
leader with 2,219 points and 1,426
rebounds. He is the only EMU player
to have more than 1,000 rebounds.
He also is one of two players to
reach the 2,000-point mark. The
University retired Mcintosh's
number 54 jersey in 2006. He is the
third player to receive that honor.
Mcintosh was selected in the first
round of the 1971 NBA draft by the
Chicago Bulls. He played for the
Bulls for two season before joining
the Seattle Supersonics. Mcintosh
retried from the NBA in 1975 due to Mcintosh
injuries.
Survivors include two daughters, Kourtney and Kai; a son, Kevin; a godson, Sean

Higgins; six grandchildren, two sisters, one brother, and many nieces, nephews and
cousins.
A memorial service took place March 14 in Los Angeles, Calif. A memorial service in
Michigan is scheduled Saturday, April 4, at noon. For more information, e-mail
ladelfosse@aol. com .
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DANCES WITH DREAMS: Harper, played by Canton senior Sarah Szydlowski, is a young Mormon
wife who escapes her troubles through the use of valium. Mr. Lies, played by Detroit junior
Jessejames Collins, her "travel agent" and "friend," is a product of her drug-induced hallucinations.
The scene is from "Angels in America," which depicts moral decay in late 1980s America and
introduces a group of New Yorkers wrestling with love and loyalty, life and death, religion and
morality, and politics and integrity. The EMU Theatre production, performed in two parts, continues its
run through April 5. "Millenium Approaches" has performances scheduled March 28, 2 p.m.; March 29,
3 p.m.; and April 2, 7 p.m. "Perestroika" will be performed March 26-28 and April 3-4, 7 p.m.; and
April S, 3 p.m., Quirk Theatre. Tickets are $15 for the general public, $12 for students and $6 for
mainstage members. For tickets, call 487-2282.
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REMEMBERING THE PAST: Eastern Michigan U niversity students view historical photos, dating back
to the 1880s, of EMU's history. The University celebrates its 160th anniversary March 28. The display,
composed of more than 40 photos, is located across from University Gallery on the second floor of the
Student Center. The photos will remain on display through the end of April. Students (above, from
left) Collin Dwarzski, a junior from Wyandotte; Gary Warren, a senior from Stamford, Conn.; Mallory
Apel, a freshman from Toledo, Ohio; and Ashley Vincent, a junior from Allan Park, observe a photo of
EMU female students using barbells and Indian clubs during a physical education class around the
turn of the century.
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AFRICAN HISTORY: Ali Mazrui, EMU's Thelma McAndless Distinguished Scholar, discusses "The

Africans: A Triple Heritage," with EMU students in Pray-Harrold March 18. During his visit, which
concluded March 23, Mazrui discussed racial prejudice against Islam; hosted a four-day seminar to
discuss Africa; attended a student mixer in his honor; and presented a public lecture, entitled "Africa
in Global Racial Context: From Othello to Obama," in the Student Center Auditorium. Mazrui is director
of the Institute of Global Cultural Studies and Albert Schweitzer Professor in the Humanities at
Binghamton University-State University of New York. The McAndless endowed chair is designed to
bring distinguished artists and scholars in the humanities to campus each year. Photo by Anthony Gattine
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SAUDI CELEBRATION: Saudi Arabian international students display traditional clothes and food
during Eastern Michigan University's celebration of International Week, which took place on campus
March 18-23. (from left) Obay Alzowawi displays candied dates; Abdullah Alarfaj holds up a pot of
Saudi coffee; and Mohammed Algahtani waves Saudi and American flags.
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TURNING TWO: Eastern Michigan U niversity second baseman Eric Noland fires to first after getting
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the force out at second base during the second inning of the Eagles' 14-5 loss to Michigan State
University at Oestrike Stadium March 18. The Spartans are coached by former EMU head baseball
coach Jake Boss Jr.

EMU by the numbers
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Toe 11th Annual Graduate Research Fair kicked off Eastern Michigan University's Salute to Excellence Week March
23. The Graduate Research Fair showcases outstanding research and creative projects by EMU graduate students.
Toe fair included oral presentations or poster/display sessions of: dissertation research, thesis research,
independent study projects, capstone experiences or special projects, examples of art and music. and outcomes
from practicum and internship experience. Some key numbers about this year's event are as follows:
Graduate students participating 212
Oral presentations 119
Poster presentations 6 1
Faculty sponsors 104
Departments 26
Colleges 5 (all)
Source: Graduate School
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News Briefs
The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening at
Eastern Michigan University.
March 24, 2009 issue

News Briefs

By Ron Podell
• Smashing the
Ceiling
• Women of
Excellence Awards
Luncheon
• WEMU to broadcast
spring pledge drive
from Michigan
Theater
• Eastern Excursion to
Pistons game
• LibOUAL library
survey
• Become an
Academic Service
Learning Faculty
Fellow
• CMS solution sought
• Mathematics
department
program review
• Distinguished
Speaker Series
concludes April 2
• EMU Latino Alumni
Scholarships
available
• Study Abroad
applications
extended

• Smashing the Ceiling: Magdalen Hsu-Li, an
internationally acclaimed singer-songwriter,
painter and cultural activist, presents a
musical lecture entitled, "Smashing the
Ceiling, " Tuesday, March 24, 1 1 a.m. to 12:30
p. m., Student Center Auditorium. Hsu-Li will
share her personal experiences, while
assisting the audience in finding ways to
explore and redefine their own identities. This
event is part of Women's History Month. For
Hsu-Li
more information, call 487-1177 or visit
www .emich.edu/wstudies
• Women of Excellence Awards Luncheon: Eastern Michigan University's
Women's Center hosts The Women of Excellence Awards Luncheon
Wednesday, April 1, 12: 30-2:30 p.m., Student Center Ballroom B. The
Women of Excellence Awards are designed to acknowledge those members of
the campus community who enhance and make a positive difference in the
lives of women at EMU. Please RSVP no later than Wednesday, March 25. To
RSVP, call the Women's Center at 487-4282 or e-mail
caitlin.stolz@gmail.com. For more information and to download a nomination
form , visit www.emich.edu/wcen. Nominations are due by Wednesday, March
25.

•

WEMU to broadcast spring pledge
drive from Michigan Theater: 89. 1,

WEMU, Eastern Michigan University's
public radio station, will broadcast part of
its spring pledge drive live from Ann
Arbor's Michigan Theater, beginning at 6
a.m. Friday, March 27, with a special
edition of its popular film segment,
"Cinema Chat." Michigan Theater
' Executive Director Russ Collins and Artrain
President Debra Polich will join WEMU's
David Fair in asking for pledges for three
hours of NPR's "Morning Edition." 89. 1
Jazz, with Linda Yohn, will follow with
special guest Tamara Real, from the Arts
Alliance. Also on 89. 1 Jazz, Michael Jewett
will be joined by local author and
playwright, OyamO.
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LIVE DRIVE: 89.1 WEMU will
broadcast part of its spring
pledge drive from the
Michigan Theater in Ann
Arbor.

Live fundraising continues at the Michigan
Theater Saturday, March 28, from 8 a. m .
to 2 p.m., and Sunday, March 29, 1 0 a.m.
to 1 p. m., with Dr. Arwulf hosting "Sunday
Best."

Live broadcasts continue at the Michigan
Theater Monday, March 30, through
Thursday, April 2, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. The live broadcast Friday, April
3, begins at 6 a.m. and includes special guests Ken Rscher from the University
Musical Society and a live performance by Mr. B. The pledge drive concludes
Saturday, April 4, with a live broadcast that begins at 8 a.m. and ends with Jeremy
Baldwin and The Roots Music Project from noon to 2 p.m.

All other programs will broadcast from WEMU's studios on EMU's campus and will
include special pledge editions and guests. Volunteers, including many members
from area businesses, will answer pledge calls at the theater. Another crew will take
calls at WEMU. For more information, contact Molly Motherwell, 487-2229.
• Eastern Excursion to Pistons game:

Campus Life ventures out to see the
Detroit Pistons take the court against
the L.A. Lakers Thursday, March 26,
5 : 30 p.m., at the Palace of Auburn Hills.
Tickets include transportation and
admission. Tickets are $25 for EMU
students and $55 for the general public.
Each patron must fill out an insurance
form, which can be found at the Center
for Student Invovlement front desk,
third floor, Student Center. To purchase
tickets, call the EMU Ticket Office at
YOUR DETROIT PISTONS:
487-2282. For more information, call
Campus Life hosts an Eastern
Campus Life at 487-3045.

Excursion to the March 26
Pistons-Lakers
game.
• LibQUAL library survey: The Bruce T.

Halle Library is conducting research
using the LibQUAL Survey to assess library service quality and identify best
practices through March 27. Responses will help the library better understand
information needs and establish priorities for improvement. Participation is
confidential and voluntary. Survey participants may be eligible for the
following prizes: (1) $500 undergraduate scholarship, (1) $500 graduate
scholarship, Visa gift cards and lGB flash drives. To access the survey, visit
http://brand.emich.edu/LibOUAU. For more information, contact Elaine
Logan at eloqanl@emich.edu or call 487-0020, extension, 2222.

•
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Become an Academic
Service-Learning Faculty
Fellow: Attention, full-time

tenured and tenure-track
faculty. Are you interested in
engaging your students in
community-based learning? Become a fall 2009 Academic Service-Learning
(AS-L) Faculty Fellow. Academic Service-Learning is a teaching methodology
which engages students in community service as a means of helping them
gain a deeper understanding of course objectives, acquire new knowledge
and engage in civic activity. Applications are due by Monday, March 30. For
more information, call the Office of Academic Service-Learning at 487-6570,
or e-mail Jessica 'Decky' Alexander at jalexandel@emich.edu
• Course Management System (MS) solution sought: The Course

Management System (CMS) Selection Committee will conduct on-campus
interviews with six vendors for a CMS solution that best meets EMU's online
educational requirements. The interviews include a public morning session, to
which all instructional staff, students, academic support staff and academic
administrators are invited. The interviews are scheduled 9-10:45 a.m., room
216, Pray-Harrold. Vendors and dates are as follows: Blackboard (Vista),
Monday, March 30; eCollege, Monday, April 6; and rSmart (Sakai), Monday,
April 13. The remaining two vendors have not yet been scheduled. For more
information, contact the Provost's Office 487-3200 or emuprovost@emich.edu

• Mathematics department program review: The mathematics

department, one of the Academic Review and Continuous Improvement
Cycle's departments, has completed its program reviews for 2008-2009, and
invites the campus community to provide input and feedback to complete the
review process. All interested faculty and staff are invited to review and
comment on the mathematics department's program reviews electronically
through Monday, March 30. To access the Mathematics Department program
review report, login to my.emich, click on the REPORTS tab, and click on the
IRIM Reports. From the list, choose "How to Provide Comments for the
Academic Review and Continuous Improvement Cycle. " For more
information, contact Dondi Goerlitz at 487-0169 or dgoerlitz@emich.edu
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"The students have important and
diverse perspectives, and they are
wining to contl ue developing those."

I've always wanted to teach at a university that's focused on educating teachers and has a history of working with
people who are planning to teach. Many of the students at EMU are our future teachers.
Being involved in figuring out what type of literacy opportunities our children should have access to is something I
find exciting and challenging. In this time of change and uncertainty, the need for education is even greater.
I teach English education courses, particularly writing and methods of teaching English. At the graduate level, I
teach courses in research methods, assessment and literacy. This is my eighth year at EMU.
I was a working-class student, so I understand the complexity of the students' lives. I think they work very hard.
It's one of the aspects I like about this institution. The students have important and diverse perspectives, and they
are willing to continue developing those. They know about work and it's going to help them. It helped me.
I enjoy the diversity of the jobs I have. I am the co-director of the Eastern Michigan Writing Project (EMWP).
Through EMWP, I will be coordinating a summer institute, a four-week intensive program for teachers. One of the
principles of the EMWP is teachers teaching teachers. They respect each other because they have all been in the
classroom. It's a chance for them to write, collaborate, and think and plan for the next year.
I like the colleagues that I work with. They are enthusiastic about what they do and they also welcome the work I
do. I really like the Student Center and the hope of renewing Pray-Harrold. They've already started Mark
Jefferson. Our leadership seems focused on making this a better place and working with faculty and students in
order to strengthen a foundation for " Education First". - Contributed by Heather Hamilton

